Long-term suppressive therapy for Candida parapsilosis-induced prosthetic valve endocarditis.
Prompt valve replacement is advocated in patients in whom candidal prosthetic valve endocarditis develops. Unfortunately, some patients with this condition are considered nonsurgical candidates, and they are unable to tolerate long-term administration of amphotericin B with or without flucytosine. Herein we describe a patient with Candida parapsilosis-induced prosthetic valve endocarditis in whom oral administration of fluconazole during an 11-month period successfully suppressed the fungal infection. Three previously published cases indicate that long-term noncurative suppressive therapy for C. parapsilosis-induced prosthetic valve endocarditis may allow prolonged symptom-free survival for such patients.